The cation and anion of the title molecular salt, C 7 H 10 NO + Á-C 6 H 2 N 3 O 8 À , are linked via an N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. An intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond is also found in the anion. In the crystal, the anions self-assemble via O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a C(9) supramolecular chain the b axis. Further intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO interactions also occur.
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For crystalline metal complexes of styphnic acid, see : Cui et al. (2008a,b) ; Orbovic & Codoceo (2008) ; Zheng et al. (2006a,b) ; Zhu & Xiao (2009) . For crystalline adducts of styphnic acid with organic bases, see: Abashev et al. (2001) ; Liu et al. (2008) ; Tenishev et al. (2002) ; For related molecular salts, see: Kalaivani & Malarvizhi (2010); Vogel (1978) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON.
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Comment
In spite of the fact that many crystalline complexes have been derived from styphnic acid and metals in recent years [(Cui et al., 2008a [(Cui et al., , 2008b , (Orbovic et al., 2008) , (Zheng et al., 2006a (Zheng et al., , 2006b , (Zhu & Xiao, 2009)] , only a few crystalline complexes are known from styphnic acid and organic molecules [ (Abashev et al., 2001) , (Liu et al., 2008) , (Tenishev et al., 2002) ]. It has also been pointed out that aromatic hydrocarbons (and also some amines) form 1:1 adducts with styphnic acid and these derivatives do not crystallize as well as the corresponding picrates (Vogel, 1978) . In the present work an elegant method has been proposed to prepare a crystalline molecular salt from 2-methoxyaniline and styphnic acid.
The title compound (I), is shown in Fig 1. The adduct formation between styphnic acid and 2-methoxyaniline may involve two important types of charge-transfer interactions (i) π-π * transition and (ii) proton transfer. A view of the crystal packing is shown in Fig 2. The proton transfer from phenolic OH to amino group is the main contributing factor which stabilizes the title molecular salt. The same observation has been reported by us in a related molecular salt (Kalaivani & Malarvizhi, 2010) . The 3-hydroxy-2,4,6-trinitrophenolate ions self-assemble via O-H···O hydrogen bonds to from a supramolecular chain the b axis, with the graph-set notation C(9); this is shown in Fig. 3 . (9) −0.0038 (6) 0.0070 (7) −0.0043 (6) C7 0.0722 (13) 
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